
APPENDIX G 
Heliport Design 

As described in Table 2-1 “Heliports in Alameda County”, one public- and several private-use 
airports operate to support private, business, and medical uses. Proposals to enhance, modify, or 
deactivate these facilities is subject to ALUC review.  

FAA Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5390-2B, “Heliport Design,” provides recommendations for 
heliport design and describes the federal requirements associated with heliport development.   
The AC applies to any proposal to construct, activate, or deactivate a heliport.  Although the AC 
only constitutes a regulation when Federal funds are used, Alameda County encourages those 
with heliport proposals to implement the guidance set forth in the AC to the greatest extent 
practicable. 

FAA AC 150/5390-2B provides detailed data concerning heliport and helipad design, such as: 

• Physical, technical, and public interest matters that should be considered in the planning 
and establishment of a heliport; 

• Descriptions pertaining to appropriate or optimum locations for heliports;  

• Terminology and pertinent terms associated with heliports;  

• Design standards relevant to developing heliport facilities that support general aviation, 
transport, and hospitals, including diagrams;  

• Gradient and pavement design; and  

• Dimensional data, markings, etc.  

FAA recommends that the standards presented in the AC should be used in planning and 
designing improvements to existing facilities or whenever a significant expansion or 
reconstruction project is undertaken.  The complete AC is available at www.faa.gov in several 
files that can be downloaded upon request.  The cover memorandum describing the AC and the 
Table of Contents are reproduced here for convenience, as the AC comprises more than 200 
pages and is likely to be revised during the lifetime of this Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan. 
The most recent version of the AC is available from the FAA website at:  www.faa.gov. 
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