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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 

 

 

 

February 10, 2017 

 

 

TO:   Board of Supervisors’ Transportation/Planning Committee 

 

FROM:  Medical Cannabis Interdepartmental Work Group 

 

MEETING DATE:  February 14, 2017 

 

SUBJECT:  Draft Medical Cannabis Dispensary and Cultivation Ordinances  

 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

At your January 12, 2017 meeting, staff presented a revised draft ordinance that incorporated the public 

comments that had been received thus far that corrected errors or did not change the substance of the 

ordinances. Staff also requested your direction as to how to address several public comments that raised 

issues that would change the substance of the ordinances. The revised ordinance attached to this memo 

reflects the direction you provided on these policy issues at your last meeting. 

 

DISCUSSION/SUMMARY 

 

Revisions to the Dispensary Ordinance 

 

The revised dispensary ordinance attached to this memo includes the following changes: 

 

Dispensary Ordinance – Title 6 (See Attachment A) 

 

Number of Dispensaries  

 Section 6.108.030.D: revised the number of dispensaries to be allowed in the unincorporated 

county to five dispensaries in total:  

o three in the West County: two existing dispensaries already approved and one proposed at 

Fairmont Campus or at an alternative location to be determined if the Fairmont option does 

not proceed. 

o two in the East County, subject to an RFP process  
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Buffers from Sensitive Uses 

 Section 6.108.030.E: maintained the 1000 foot buffer from sensitive uses in the existing County 

Code (i.e. does not reduce the buffer to 600 feet as stated in the earlier draft ordinance) 

 

Inventory Limit 

 Section 6.108.120.A.4: changed the limit on inventory at a dispensary from maximum 20 pounds 

to maximum 100 pounds 

 

Proposition 47 

 Sections 6.108.100.A.4, 6.100.120.A.12, and 6.108.125A.10: deleted the exclusion of individuals 

with Prop 47 reclassified drug violations from employment/licensure 

 

On-site Ingestion 

 Section 6.108.120.A.5:  changed to allow limited testing of product on site, but only by 

management as necessary for business operations.  

 

Zoning Ordinance Amendments for Dispensaries – Title 17 (See Attachment B)  

 

Dispensary Locations 

 Section 17.06.040.R:  removed requirement that dispensaries conditionally permitted in the 

Agricultural district be accessory to a permitted cannabis cultivation operation.  

 

Revisions to the Cultivation Ordinance 

 

The revised cultivation ordinance attached to this memo includes the following changes: 

 

Pilot Cultivation Ordinance – Title 6 (See Attachment C) 

 

Number of Cultivation Sites 

 Section 6.106.030:  Added two potential cultivation sites to the proposed pilot program, for a 

total of four sites: 

o Up to two permitted dispensaries in good standing will be eligible for pilot cultivation 

permit. 

o Up to two cultivators may be selected through a solicitation process similar to that being used 

for dispensaries. 

 

Proposition 47 

 Sections 6.106.060.B.3: deleted the exclusion of individuals with Prop 47 reclassified drug 

violations from employment/licensure 

 

Zoning Ordinance Amendments for Cultivation – Title 17 (See Attachment D) 

 

Buffers from Sensitive Uses 
 Section 17.52.585.C.9.c.:  changed the 600 foot buffer from sensitive uses in the earlier draft ordinance to 

1000 feet.  
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Equity Measures 

 

At your January 12th, 2017 meeting, your Committee directed staff to include in the RFP process for 

dispensaries in the West County equity provisions such as preference to co-ops and businesses with 

community partnerships. For dispensaries and cultivation sites in the East County, the Committee 

directed staff to include in the RFP process a preference for long-term residents and property owners.  

 

California Environmental Quality Act  

 

The draft environmental document is undergoing internal review and revision based on changes to the 

project description resulting from the recent changes to the draft ordinances. The document is expected 

to be completed within the next few weeks, at which time it will be released for a 20-day public review 

period. 

 

January 24th, 2017 Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting 

 

At the Agricultural Advisory Committee’s January 24th meeting, the Committee discussed many issues 

pertaining to the potential impacts that cannabis facilities may have on agricultural operations if they are 

allowed in the rural areas of the unincorporated county. A letter prepared by the Committee based on the 

outcome of their discussion is provided in Attachment F. 

 

February 6th, 2017 Planning Commission Meeting 

 

At the February 6th Planning Commission meeting, staff presented the most recent version of the draft 

ordinances (Attachments A-E) and provided an update on the status of the ordinance approval process. 

The commissioners heard public testimony from one resident of the unincorporated area who is opposed 

to additional cannabis facilities. Other unincorporated residents, as well as several industry advocates, 

spoke in favor of the ordinances. The Commission continued the item to their February 21st meeting.    

 

NEXT STEPS 

 

Project Timeline 

 

A tentative meeting schedule for the completion of the public process for the approval of the draft 

dispensary and cultivation ordinances is provided below.  

 

February 21, 2017 Planning Commission Meeting 
 

February 22, 2017 Unincorporated Services Committee 
 

February 27, 2017 Castro Valley Municipal Advisory Committee 
 

March 6, 2017 Transportation/Planning Committee 
 

March 14, 2017 Board of Supervisors - First Reading 
 

March 28, 2017 Board of Supervisors - Second Reading 
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The public meeting schedule, including times and locations, is available on the County website at:  

http://www.acgov.org/cda/planning/landuseprojects/medical-cannabis.htm. This webpage also provides 

a list of past meetings and links to presentations and written materials from those meetings. 

 

The ordinances will go into effect 30 days after the Board takes action at the second reading of the 

ordinances. After that time, staff will begin preparing for the solicitation of proposals for the additional 

dispensaries and the cultivation sites allowed under the ordinances.  

 

Attachments: 

 

 Attachment A – An Ordinance Amending Chapter 6.108 of the Alameda County General Code 

to Regulate Medical Marijuana Dispensaries, to Permit and Regulate the Delivery of Medical 

Cannabis in the Unincorporated Area of Alameda County, and to Regulate the Sale, Dispensing 

and Delivery of Edibles 

 

 Attachment B – An Ordinance Amending Title 17 of the Alameda County General Code to 

Conditionally Permit Medical Cannabis Dispensaries in Specified Districts within the 

Unincorporated Area of Alameda County 

 

 Attachment C – An Ordinance Adding Chapter 6.106 to the Alameda County General Code to 

Implement a Pilot Program Authorizing and Regulating the Cultivation of Medical Cannabis in 

the Unincorporated Area of Alameda County 

 

 Attachment D – An Ordinance Amending Title 17 of the Alameda County General Code to 

Implement a Pilot Program Authorizing and Regulating the Cultivation of Medical Cannabis in 

the Unincorporated Area of Alameda County 

 

 Attachment E – Performance Standards and Standard Conditions for Pilot Program Cultivation 

Sites. 

 

 Attachment F – January 30, 2017 Letter from the Alameda County Agricultural Advisory 

Committee 

 

http://www.acgov.org/cda/planning/landuseprojects/medical-cannabis.htm
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