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PRELIMINARY CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY
ASHLAND & CHERRYLAND DISTRICTS
SAN LORENZO, CALIFORNIA

SUMMARY REPORT
April 30, 1998

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This report presents findings of a preliminary, “windshield,” identification and evaluation
of potential historically and architecturally significant resources in the project area, an
irregularly shaped portion of unincorporated land in San Lorenzo, Alameda County,
California, bounded by 150th Avenue on the north, Foothill Blvd. and Route I-580 on the
east, Hesperian and the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks on the west and Hayward city
limits on the south. (see project location map in appendix). The area includes what is
commonly known as the Ashland and Cherryland communities.

Under a contract with the Alameda County Planning Departmcnt and the Redevelopment
Agency of the City of San Leandro, a windshield survey was conducted between
September 1997 and March 1998 by Siegel & Strain Architects. As part of the contract a
prehistoric and historic site record and literature search was conducted by Basin Research
Associates. :

PURPOSE

The purpose of the record search and windshield survey was to begin to identify significant
properties and cultural resources within the area that are listed, or appear eligible for
inclusion in the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR). The most common
measure of eligibility to the CRHR is eligibility to the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP). In this survey we used the widely known and accepted NRHP criteria.

To be cligible for the National Register of Historic Places a resource: (1) is at least 50
years old; (2) retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association; and, (3) has one or all of the following characteristics; (Criterion
A) “ is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history”; (Criterion B) “ is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past’; (Criterion C) “ embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction”; or, (Criterion D) “has yielded, or may be likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.” (36 CFR 60.4, see appendix).

A windshield survey is conducted from the street and is primarily a visual assessment that
can only identify those properties that appear eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C
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(above). To identify resources eligible under criteria A, B or D (archaeological resources)
will require substantial archival research which is beyond the scope of this contract. This
preliminary, “augmented windshield”, survey should be considered an initial step toward
an eventual comprehensive cultural resource survey of the area. The hope is that this
preliminary survey will inform the future comprehensive survey and will serve as an interim
plannmg tool for the Alameda County Planning Department to identify possible negative
impacts on potentially significant buildings, landscape features, nelghborhoods, and
archacological resources.

RESEARCH AND FIELD METHODS

Preparation for the ficld survey began by gathering historic maps of the area illustrating the
development patterns over time. The maps ranged chronologically from 1874 to 1980.
They are identified in the Bibliography and a representative sample appear in the appcndix
of this report. Prior to commencing the windshield survey, a prehistoric and historic site
records search was performed by Basin Research Associates. Previous evaluations of
historic properties within the study area by Caltrans (1981} were incotporated into the

survey data.

During the field survey approximately 250 buildings and some strectscapes wete
photographed and field nortes taken on survey forms (see sample form in appendix). The
survey form identifies the address, building type and, where appropriate, architectural
style, estimated date of construction, major character defining features, construction
materials, general condition, degree of integrity and a preliminary evaluation of potential
eligibility for the NRHP. The form also includes site information such as secondary
structures and consistency of setbacks in a neighborhood. A black and white photo of each
property is stapled to the survey form. Photos are labeled on the back and referenced to
proof sheets, photo logs, and negatives submitted to the county.

Ideally a windshield survey would begin with a list of all properties in the area, their
addresses, assessor’s parcel numbers (APNs), date of construction, and other pertinent
information. We did not have this information for the area prior to commencing the
survey, but designed the survey form and summary chart so this data can be added in the
future by local volunteers or Alameda County Planning Department summer interns.

The windshield survey was conducted between September, 1997 and March, 1998 by
Siegel & Strain Architects, with input from Jay Claiborne, contract planner with the
Alameda County Planning Department. The survey team drove the study area using
historic maps for field reference. Photos were taken along with field notes and a
preliminary evaluation was made for properties that appear potentially eligible for the
NRHP or appear to contribute to the historic character of the area. The potential existence
of historic districts, or significant clustering of historic resources was also examined
during the survey.

In general, properties that were more than 50 years of age but clearly lacked integrity, that
is had been substantially altered, were not surveyed. Outbuildings and secondary structures
including agricultural buildings, significant landscape elements, or streetscapes were noted
on the survey forms and appear in the comments column of the summary chart.
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The summary chart, which appears in the appendix of this report, is designed as a quick
reference. (For more complete information about a property refer to individual survey
forms submitted to the county). An electronic copy (Macintosh Microsoft Word) of the
summary chart has been submitted to the Alameda County Planning Department so that
the data can be easily searched and updated as more information is gathered. The chare 1)
gives the address of a property. If an address was not posted an approximate address was
assigned and asterisked for future verification or correction.2) A field was created for
Assessot’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) to be supplied later by the County. 3) An estimated
date of construction was given. These dates are educated guesses based on stylistic |
evidence and historic maps. Many of these dates could be refined by archival research. 4)
Properties previously evaluated were noted and the surveying agency and date stated. 5) A
field labeled “Type” identifies the building type and, where appropriate, architectural
style. 6) If the property lies within the boundaries of one of the historic neighborhoods:
Four Corners, Ashland, or Haywards Park Homestead, or in the area that was historically
Meek’s orchards, it is noted. 7) A preliminary evaluation of potential eligibility to the
INRHP appears in the seventh column of the chart, The letters N, P, or Y designate: (N)
No a property does not appear eligible, (P) the property may Possibly be eligible, or (¥)
Yes, the property appears eligible. If a property fell between two designations it was
assigned the rating N/P, or P/Y. A final column labeled “Comment” includes
miscellaneous information about a property such as the presence of secondary agricultural
structures, or alterations.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

The record search conducted by Basin Research Associates revealed the following
information: 1) One prehistoric archaeological site CA-Ala-6, identified as a former
Native American village site, has been recorded within the study area along San Lorenzo
Creek near the Southern Pacific Railroad (formerly Central Pacific Railroad) tracks. 2)
The San Leandro Indian Adobe Rancheria, an adobe house dating to 1837, was located “on
top of the small hill 200 feet west of Foothill Boulevard between 155th and 159th Sereets,
within the study area. Although no visible evidence of either site remains the probability
of below ground archeological resources is high. 3) The Meek Mansion and Carriage
House is the only property within the area that is listed on the National Register. The
surrounding Meek Estate/Park is a California State Point of Historical Interest. 4) San
Lorenzo Pioneer Cemetery is also a California State Point of Historical Interest. 5) A
large laurel or bay tree at 9 Lewelling Blvd. has been determined “cligible for local
listing only”. 6) The San Lorenzo Camp site on Mattox Road and San Lorenzo Creck has
not yet been evaluated but may be archaeologically sensitive.

Further historical research is required to identify properties that are eligible for listing on
the NRHP. This amount of historic research is beyond the scope of this contract. It
should also be noted that The Hayward Area Historical Society museum and archives were
closed during this contract while their building underwent seismic rehabilitation.

Only fragments of the area’s rich agricultural past remain. There are a significant number

of tankhouses and small agricultural building located behind houses. Many of these
outbuildings have been converted to residential use. Rodger's farm at 15900 Mission Blvd.
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is the most complete extant agricultural cluster within the survey area, although the site is
now tightly surrounded by the freeway and post World War Il commercial and residential |
development. The property is slated for demolition. The Meek property on Hampton
Road is now a park and retains little reference to its original agricultural setting although a
recently planted small cherry orchard will remedy this somewhat. A few greenhouses
remain in Ashland where there were many through the 1960s. The area of Haywards Park
Homestead retains much of its original character with houses on large lots sited close to
the street and large vegetable gardens through the middle of the block.

There are significant clusters of pre 1900 houses in the Four Corners, Ashland, and
Haywards Park Homestead neighborhoods. One church remains from that era in the Four
Corners area adjacent to the Pioneer Cemetery. Holy Ghost Association Hall on Kent
Avenue in Ashland also dates from that period. The 19th century church on Birch Street at
Haywards Park Homestead was moved there in 1948 from a downtown Hayward site.
Commercial and industrial buildings existed throughour the study during the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, however if any remain from that era they have been significantly
altered. Cohesive neighborhoods of 1920s bungalows are found throughout Cherryland.
Residences include both large and modest single family homes as well as small scale
developments for rental and worker housing, -

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
Pre Colonial Period

The study area is located within the territory of the Chochenyo tribelet of the Costanoan
Indians {(also known as the Ohlone). Their setdement lisyan was located south of San
Lorenzo Creek, possibly within the study area. The exact location is not known, but it
may be linked to CA-Ala-6, a Native American village site known to be within the study
area along San Lorenzo Creek near the Southern Pacific Railroad (formerly Central
Pacific Railroad) tracks.

Mission Period

The study area was very likely crossed by the Pedro Fages expedition for Spain in 1772
and certainly by the Juan Bautista de Anza expedition in 1775-76. During the Spanish
Period the area was open grazing land of the Mission San Jose, established in 1797 in
Fremont. E! Camino Real del Norte, the major north-south road of the Mission Period,
followed roughly de Anza’s trail, very nearly the same route as today’s East 14th
Street/Mission Boulevard.

An adobe house, the San Leandro Indian Adobe Rancheria, dating to 1837, was built in the
study area by an administrator of Mission San Jose, Jose de Jesus Vallejo. The house was
located “on top of the small hill 200 feet west of Foothill Boulevard between 155th and
159th Streets”. :
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Rancho Period

In 1821 Mexico declared its independence from Spain and took possession of California.
The missions were secularized and their huge land holdings were divided into large
Ranchos granted to military men as a reward for service. San Lorenzo Creek formed the
border between two large ranchos: Rancho San Leandro, granted to Don Jose Joaquin
Estudillo in 1842, on the north and the Rancho San Lorenzo of Francisco Soto (brother in
law of Guillermo Castro) on the south. During this period the study area remained open
grazing land for cattle with some grain cultivation: wheat for flour, oats for hay, and barley
for livestock feed.

American Period

California became a United States territory in 1846 after the Mexican-American War and
was granted statehood in 1850. The discovery of gold in 1849 in the foothills of the
Sierra led to a sudden population explosion and demand for food which led to the
establishment of large grain growing farms as well as fruit and vegetable farms around San
Francisco Bay. In 1851 a group of anglos squatted along the fertile banks of San Lorenzo
Creek. The settlement named “Squattersville” developed on the northern side of the creek
in the Four Corners area. The squatters began growing crops and as early as 1853 grain,
fruit, and vegetables were shipped from Robert’s Landing at the mouth of San Lorenzo
Creek to markets in San Francisco. The San Lorenzo Post Office opened in 1854 in the
Four Corners area on what is today Lewelling Boulevard.

Two of the early settlers, John Lewelling and William Meek brought some of the first
fruit trees to the area and established large nurseries and orchards. They had extensive land
holdings within the study area and built large residences here ca. 1870, Meek on the south
side of San Lorenzo Creck and Lewelling on the north. The Meek mansion still stands on
Hampton Road. In 1864 the San Lorenzo Pioneer cemetery, still extant in the Four
Corners area, was established on land belonging to Meek and Lewelling. Interment records
of the cemetery attest to the cultural mix of a largely immigrant population which has
conrtinued through the present. -

Railroad

By 1865 the “San Francisco, Alameda, and Haywards Railroad” ran through the Meek
orchards. This railroad was absorbed in 1869 by the transcontinental Central Pacific
Railroad, with San Lorenzo Station located just north of the Pioneer Cemetery. The
South Pacific Coast Railroad (1878) ran along the east shore of the bay. By 1910 a third
transcontinental railroad, the Western Pacific, would run through the study area paralle]
and east of the Central Pacific Railroad. Beginning in 1885 refrigerated railroad cars
moved perishable fruit grown in the area to markets across the country. This fueled a boomn
in local fruit production that continued for decades.

Interurban Railroad
During the 1880s and 1890s interurban rail transportation improved. Construction of the

“Oakland, San Leandro, and Hayward Electric Railway” began in 1891. By 1892, 14.3
miles of track ran along the County Road (today’s East 14th Street / Mission Boulevard)
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betweenr HMayward and Oakland. Cars ran every half hour from 5 a.m. until midnight

daily. Side-feeder lines ran from Ashland Junction (near 150th St. and Mission _
Boulevard) along Telegraph (today’s Hesperian Boulevard) and along Ashland Avenue to
Lewelling Boulevard. Farmlands and orchards were subdivided into town lots of about one
acre each. New communities including Ashland and Haywards Park Homestead

developed along the line. '

San Lorenzo Grove, an eight acre natural park, entered on 2nd St. (today’s Tracy St.) in the
Four Corners area, became a popular destination for day trips. The park, owned by the
electric car line company, included a dance pavilion, picnic grounds, playing fields,
concession area and an outdoor bandstand. The park operated until 1917 when it was
converted to an apricot orchard.

Automobile Era

The first automobiles appeared in the Bay Area in the late 1890s, and became common
after 1910. East 14th Street/Mission Boulevard (then called County Road) was the major
north-south road in the East Bay. In 1923 the California legislature passed the gasoline
tax, which guaranteed funds for building and maintaining streets and roads. Also in the
early 1920s a large arca of the Meek orchard was subdivided. An advertisement published
in 1923 by the H. W. Meek Estate (Incorporated) offered various real estate options
including: 1) “Orchard Home Sites - right on the car line... or one block off the car line...”;
2} “Pear Orchard Pieces - For suburban homes, with full grown trees right in their prime.
{The best paying orchard in the Meek Estate)...”; or 3) “Poultry Farm Pieces - with city
water, sewers and new turnpike gravel roads within 10 minutes of the car line...”; and 4)
“Poultry, Squab and Pigeon Farms - With city water and sewers. Big enough for 1000 hens
or 4000 pigeons...”. “All of the above properties have city water and city sewers...Street
Cars all close by. Wonderful water level for wells...”

Both elaborate homes and modest bungalows were built on mostly half acre sites of what
had been Meek’s orchards. However, the area retained a strong agricultural character until
after the Second World War. Many properties still have tankhouses suggesting irrigation
.of once large vegerable gardens or small orchards. Some poultry sheds and small barns
remain.

Second World War

World War II brought a large number of new people to Alameda County and

immediately after the war large scale housing subdivisions replaced most of the remaining
tracts of farm land. Only the most intensive agricultural use of the land, nurseries and
greenhouses, survived in the area and their numbers have been greatly reduced.

While pre-World War II residential development tended to be houses that differed from
one another in size, materials, and architectural style, post World War 11 residential
development can be characterized as large areas densely developed with nearly identical
houses on small lots. The post war residential developments are for the most part
dependent on the automobile for access to stores, services and employment.
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The Nimitz Freeway (Interstate 880) west of the project area opened in the late 1950s.
The Route 238 freeway was run through the middle of the study area north of Lewelling
Boulevard in the 1960s. This had the greatest effect on the Ashland neighborhood.

Today the project area is for the most part densly developed suburban residential
neighborhoods with automobile accessed commercial strips along East 14th
Street/Mission Boulevard, Lewelling Boulevard, Foothill Boulevard and to some extent
Meckland Avenue. The limited remaining industry in the study area is concentrated on
Meekland Avenue with some isolated exceptions.

F3
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Preliminary Cultural Resources Survey: Ashland & Cherryland

We recommend the eventual completion of the following: 1) a comprehensive
architectural inventory of the study area which includes an intensive background study,
and 2) an archacological field review of the currently reported site locations.

Prior to completion of the above we recommend individual assessments of areas that
may be impacted by proposed projects.

Identify the period of significance, and historic character for particular neighborhoods.
If development is to occur in the area the Planning Department should review potential
projects for their effect on the historic character of the neighborhood as a whole.

Discourage demolition of structures that embody the history of this area. Agricultural
buildings appear particularly vulnerable. If demolition must occur, require thorough
photographic and written documentation of properties to be demolished. Specify
professional qualifications and require not only documentation of primary structures,
but of all structures and landscape elements on the property as well as their relation to
one another and the site.

Establish visual links (such as flowering fruit trees) between historic properties in areas
where infill development interrupts the historic fabric.

Public education programs:

- Commission short educational booklets that tell the story of a neighborhood (Four
Corners, Ashland, Haywards Park Homestead, and Cherryland) identify the
character defining elements of structures typical to the neighborhood, and include
simple guidelines for correct and incorrect rehabilitation of these historic
structures.

- Develop self-guided tours of the area.

- Encourage public events that teach the community about the local history and
cultural resources.
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* Architectural description
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- materials
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- doors and windows
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* Scructural conditions _
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* Relation of building to its setring
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- contribution to neighborhood character (continuiry of streetscape)
- significant landscape features
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¢ Current Use
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Surveyors:
date:
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II. THE NATIONAL
REGISTER CRITERIA FOR

EVALUATION

CRITERIA FOR
EVALUATION®

The quality of significance in
Arnerjcan history, architecture, ar-
cheology, engineering, and culture is
present in districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects that possess in-
tegrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, and:

» That are associated with events
that have made a significant con-
tribution to the broad patterns of
our history; or

+ That are assoclated with the lives
of persons significant in our past;
or ‘

» That embody the distinctive char-
acteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction, or that-
represent the work of a master, or
that possess high artistic values,
or that represent a significant and
distinguishable entity whose com-
ponents may lack individual dis-
tinction; or

* That have yielded, or may be like-

ly to yield, information important
in prehistory or history.

CRITERIA
CONSIDERATIONS

Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces,
or graves of historical figures, proper-
ties owned by religious institutions
or used for religious purposes, struc-
tures that have been moved from
their original locations, reconstructed
historic buildings, properties primari-
ly commemorative in nature, and
properties that have achieved sig-
nificance within the past 50 years
shall not be considered eligible for
the National Register. However,
such properties will qualify if they are
integral parts of districts that do meet
the criteria or if they fall within the
following categories:

* A religious property deriving
primary significance from ar-
chitectural or artistic distinction
or historical importance; or

* A building or structure removed
from its original location but
which is significant primarily for
architectural value, or which is
the surviving structure most im-
portantly associated with a his-
toric person or event; or

* A birthplace or grave of a histori-
cal figure of outstanding impor-
tance if there is no appropriate
site or building directly as-
sociated with his productive life;
or

* A cemetery which derives its
primary significance from graves
of persons of transcendent impor-
tance, from age, from distinctive
design features, or from associa-
tion with historic events; or

* A reconstructed building when
accurately executed in a suitable
environment and presented in a
dignified manner as part of a res-
toration master plan, and when
no other building or structure
with the same association has sur-
vived; or

L]

A property primarily com-
memorative in intent if design,
age, tradition, or symbolic value
has invested it with its own excep-
tional significance; or

* A property achieving significance
within the past 50 years if it is of
_exceptional importance.

3The Criteria for Evaluation are found in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36, Part 60, and are reprinted herein full,
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BASIN

October 9, 1997 - EES&‘}ET%?

1933 DAVIS STREET
SUITE 210
SAN LEANDRO, CA 94577
VOICE (510) 430-8441
FAX (510} 430-8443

Ms. Mary Hardy -

Siegel & Strain Architects
1295 59th Street
Emeryville, CA 94608

RE:  Cultural Resources Literature and Records Review
Proposed Alameda County Redevelopment Study Area -
Unincorporated Areas Adjacent to and Small Portions of the
Cities of San Leandro and Hayward, Alameda County

Dear Ms. Hardy,

Please let this letter stand as our cultural resources assessment report for the Proposed
Redevelopment Study Area located in unincorporated areas adjacent to and including small
- portions of the Cities of San Leandro and Hayward, Alameda County, California.

This assessment was requested as part of a preliminary survey of cultural resources within the
Ashland and Cherryland Districts of Alameda. This report provides the results of a records
search, a limited review of pertinent literature, and appropriate management recommendations.
An archaeological field survey and architectural review of the buildings and other structures in
the project area was not undertaken by BASIN.

PROJECT LLOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The irregularly shaped study area is bounded by 159th Avenue on the northeast, Interstate
Highway 580 (MacArthur Freeway), the State Route 238/Interstate Highway 580 Interchange
and Foothill Boulevard on the east, by 14th Street expanding as far west as the City of San
Leandro city limits just west of Hesperian Boulevard, and along San Lorenzo Creek east to along
the BART/rail road tracks to as far south as A Street, City of Hayward (Siegel and Strain
Architects 1997). :

The study area includes small portions of the City of San Leandro and Hayward and the
unincorporated areas between the two cities known as Ashland, San Lorenzo, and Cherryland (T
35, R 2W, United States Geological Survey [hereafter USGS), Hayward, Calif [ornial, and San
Leandro, Calif.[ornia)7.5' quadrangle topographic map, 1980 unsectioned) {Figs. 1-2].

RESEARCH SOURCES CONSULTED AND RECORDS SEARCH RESULTS
A prehistoric and historic site record and literature search was conducted by the California
Historical Resources File System, Northwest Information Center, Sonoma State University,

Rohnert Park (CHRFS/NWIC File No. 97-379 and 97-401). Reference material from the
Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley and Basin Research Associates, San
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Leandro was also consulted.!

One prehistoric archaeological site, CA-Ala-6, has been recorded along San Lorenzo Creek
within the study area (Nelson 1909, ca. 1910a-b).

Ten cultural resources compliance reports include the study area or are adjacent to the study area
(Holman and Chavez 1976; Banks and Fredrickson 1977; Environmental Science Associates,
Inc. (ESA) 1977; Charles Hall Page & Associates, Inc. 1977a-b; Watts and Mayfield 198,
Weigel 1984; Fitzgerald 1986; Baker and Shoup 1989; and, Dowdall 1992).

Only one architectural resource has been identified as significant based on national, state or
local? criteria. The Meek Mansion and Carriage House located at 240 Hampton Road, Hayward
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places (CAL/OHP v.d.c; USNPS 1997) and is also
listed on the California Inventory of Historic Resources (CAL/OHP 1976:33, 223). Information
concerning the five properties located in the study area on the State of California Historic
Properties Directory (CAL/OHP v.d.c) are presented in the Findings and Attachments:List 1.

NATIVE AMERICAN RESOURCES
PRERISTORIC

The study area which includes San Lorenzo Creek is in an area of "extreme" and "moderate”
sensitivity for archaeological resources (Quaternary Research Group 1976).

One prehistoric site, CA-Ala-6, has been recorded within the study area. This site was located
along San Lorenzo Creck to the west of the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) tracks by Nelson
(1909, 1910a) although current records place it at the SPRR tracks (CHRIS/NWIC File No.
97-397 and 97-401). The site was identified as a former village site and listed as a mound
"disappeared” by Nelson (909, 1910a-b). No additional information is available on the current
status of the resource. _ :

ETHNOGRAPHIC

The project parcel is situated within the territory of the Chochenyo tribelet of the Costanoan
Indians (also known as the Ohlone; Levy 1978:485; Galvan 1967/68; Margolin 1978). The
closest known tribelet settlement lisyan was located south of San Lorenzo Creek (Levy
1978:485, Fig. 1, #5). The exact location of this settlement is not known and Kroeber
(1925:465) does not illustrate any villages/settlements within the study area.

Current research by Milliken (1995:228, Map 4) plabes the Hayward and Castro Valley areas
and San Lorenzo watershed within the Yrgin tribal area who seem to have been of the same
group as the Jalquin.

Historic accounts of the distribution of the tribelets and villages in the 1770s-1790s3 suggest that

1. Specialized listings consulted include the National Register of Historic Places (American Association for State
‘and Local History, National Park Service and National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers -
(AASLH/NPS/NCSHPCO 1991); United States National Park Service (USNPS 1997); California Historical
Landmarks (CAL/OHP 1990b) and updates (CAL/OHP v.d.a-c, 1990a, 1991-1997); the California History Plan
(CAL/OHP 1973b); California Inventory of Historic Resources (CAL/OHP 1976); Five Views: An Ethnic Sites
Survey for California (CAL/OBP 1988); and, Historic Civil Engineering Landmarks of San Francisco and
Northern California (American Society of Civil Engineers 1977). For the most part, local inventories, lists, and
historic maps have not been consulted for this report but will be reviewed by Ms, Mary Hard, Siegel & Strain
Architects. . .

2. Only the San Leandro General Plan list was consulted for this initial study (San Leandro 1989:1V-67-69, Fig.
IV-5). .
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the Native Americans may have had not only a village site along San Lorenzo Creek, but also
temporary camps. in the study area. The Christian village of R. de San Lorenzo (presumably
along. San Lorenzo Creek) is illustrated on a topographic map of the Mission San Jose
(Bennyhoff 1977:166-167; Maps 4a-b).4 ' . A :

HISTORIC ERA RESOURCES
HISPANIC PERIOD '

San Lorenzo Creek was viewed by Father Juan Crespi during the Pedro Fages-expedition in 1772
and later in-1775/1776 by Father Pedro Font of the Juan Bautista de Anza expeditions (Gudde
1969:288; Mosier and Mosier 1986:78). - . ‘

During the Mexican Period the project was situated within three ranchos, Rancho San Leandro,
Rancho San Lorenzo (Soto), and Rancho San Lorenzo (Castro) (Hendry and Bowman 1940:597-
607; Beck and Haase 1974:#30). . '

‘The San Leandro Indian Adobe Rancheria Building site dating to 1837 was located in the
northern part of the study area.6 This structure was located ", . . on top of the small hill 200 feet
west of Foothill Boulevard between 155th and 159th Streets. . . " overlapping the boundary line
between Rancho San Leandro and San Lorenzo (Castro) (Hendry and Bowman 1940:600). This
adobe house appears to have been built by Jose de Jesus Vallejo, administrator of the Mission
San Jose (now located within the City of Fremont) (Hendry and Bowman 1940:601).

‘The remainder of the adobe dweliings associated with the ranchos were situated north and south
of the study area (Hendry and Bowman 1940:Alameda County map).

AMERICAN PERIOD

An extensive review of sources was not undertaken for this literature and records review. No
American era archaeological sites have been recorded in or adjacent to the study area
- (CHRIS/NWIC File No. 97-397 and 97-401) although a number of potential resources have been
identified.” : =

The 1859 plat of Rancho San Leandro (Croze 1859) suggests that "Wood's House", another
house, the San Lorenzo House, and a barn were located on the north side of San Lorenzo Creek
in the study area. ‘

3. For example, Crespi in 1772 describes five villages before reaching San Lorenzo Creek (Brown 1994:2, Fig.
1.1, 12-13). ' :

4. This Christian village may conform to CA-Ala-6 observed by Nelson (1909b) along San Lorenzo Creek and/or
the tribelet settlement of lisyan located to the south of San Lorenzo Creek (Levy 1978:485, Fig. 1, #5).
Alternatively, this village could have been associated with the San Leandro Indian Adobe Rancheria Building
site dating to 1837 located in the northern part of the study area (Hendry and Bowman 1940:600). See the
Hispanic Period for additional information. ,

5. The De Anza Expedition site of March 31, 1776 is located/commemorated at Root Park, north of San Leandro
Creek in San Leandro to the north of the study area (Stuart 1951:44; San Leandro 1989:1V-67, 69, #1 as 1775).

6. This structure appears to have been the "small rancheria” located near San Leandro (Fredrickson with others
1977:VII-103 after Bowman 1958).

7. Both early San Leandro and Hayward were located some distance from the study area. San Leandro was laid out
in 1855 along San Leandro Creek, north of the study area. Hayward was founded in 1854 and located some
distance to the south of the study area (Gudde 1979:136-137, 288; Mosier and Mosier 1986:77-78).

BASIN RESEARCH ASSOCIATES



San Lorenzo, known in 1852 as "Squattersvilie", consisted of many small tracts along the banks
of San Lorenzo Creek between Mission Boulevard and Hesperian Boulevard. The road which
linked San Lorenzo to San Leandro on the north or Mission San Jose on the south passed through
the area (Higley 1857; Mosier and Mosier 1986:83; Thompson and West 1878:24-25; Wood
1883 :452). This location is situated inside the study area.

San Lorenzo by 1878 occupled the north side of. San Lorenzo Creek within a tnanguiar area
bounded, for the most part, by Telegraph Road (present-day Hesperian Boulevard) on the west
and the SPRR tracks on the east below the railroad depot. At this time, the town of San Lorenzo
was sufficiently populated to warrant a separate illustration in the 1878 Thompson and West
Atlas (Thompson and West 1878:121).8 This area is now located in the Ashkand area west of the
SPRR tracks (formerly Central Pacific Rallroad) in the study area. ‘

Cherryland is an unincorporated area in the v1cm1ty of Cherry Way on the south side of San
Lorenzo Creek between Hayward and San Leandro. The former William Meek cherry orchards
were subdivided in 1920 (Mosier and Mosier 1986:22). As a result, most of the propertles in this
area probably date from 1920 onward. .

Ashland is an unincorporated area in the vicinity of Ashland Avenue located north of San
Lorenzo Creek between Hayward and San Leandro. This area was primarily developed in the
1940s (Mosier and Mosier 1986:13). As a result, most of the properties in this area probably
date from 1940 onward although there are many turn of the century house in this area on
Ashland Avenue, Elgm Street, Kent Avenue and Delano Street.

FINDINGS

The study area is moderate to highly sensitive in regard to cultural resources associated with the .
Prehistoric, Hispanic and American Periods. This conclusion is. based on a review of pertinent
records, maps and other documents.

One prehistoric site (CA-Ala-6) has been recorded along San Lorenzo Creek. The Costanoan
Indian Chochenyo tribelet settlement known as lisyan was located south of San Lorenzo Creek,
but the exact location is not known although CA-Ala-6 may be linked to it. In addition, the
location of the Christian village of R. de San Lorenzo, as illustrated on a 1824 Mission San Jose
map, is also unknown. This site could be associated with CA-Ala-6, the Chochenyo tribelet
settlement known as lisyan or even the San Leandro Indian Adobe Rancheria Building site of ca.
1837. The rancheria building was situated in the northern part of the study area ". . . on top of
the small hill 200 feet west of Foothill Boulevard between 155th and 159th Streets." No current
information is available on any of these resources.

No American era archaeological sites have been recorded in or adjacent to the study area, but
may exist. These include "Wood's House", another House, the San Lorenzo House, and a barn
located on the north side of San Lorenzo Creek dating to 1859. Resources dating to the ca.
1870s and associated with the original location of San Lorenzo may also be present in the study
area as by 1878, San Lorenzo had been relocated to the north side of San Lorenzo Creek within a
triangular area bounded, for the most part, by Telegraph Road (present-day Hesperian
Boulevard) on the west and the railroad tracks on the east below the railroad depot in the study
area. This area includes the San Lorenzo Pioneer Cemetery situated on the east side of
Hesperian Boulevard south of State Route 238. This cemetery, also known as the San Lorenzo
Cemetery, is a State of California Point of Historical Interest (CAL/IOHP 1976: 156 224,

S

8. The still extant San Lorenzo Pioneer Cemetery located west of Hespenan Boulevard just south of Route 238 was
present by 1878 (Thompson and West 1878:121; USGS San Leandro 1980). Cemetery name provided by the
Hayward Area Historical Somety Museum, personal communication 9/10/97).
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'CAL/OHP v.d.c:188).

Historic properties ‘which appear on -the State of California Historic Properties Directory
(CAL/OHP v.d.c). within the study area are listed in Attachments:List 1. Five properties on the
Historic Properties Directory are within the study area® and another 12 require a field check to
determine if they are present. In addition, an "Old Hotel", built ca. 1850 and still standing in
1966 at Hesperian Boulevard and the San Lorenzo Creek Bridge in San Lorenzo is also listed on
the California Inventory of Historic Resources (CAL/OHP 1976:147, 224); but is not included in
the Historic Properties Directory (CAL/OHP v.d.c). The exact location of this resource is not
known and it may be situated in or adjacent to the study area. - ‘

Only one architectural resource has been identified as significant based on national, state or
locall0 criteria. The Meek Mansion and Carriage House, 240 Hampton Road, Hayward is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places (CAL/OHP v.d.c; USNPS 1997) and is also listed on
the California Inventory of Historic Resources (CAL/OHP 1976:33, 223). The associated Meek ‘
Estate/Park has a separate listing in the Historic Properties Directory as a State of California
Point of Historical interest (CAL/OHP v.d.c:49). In addition, a Laurel or Bay Tree located at 9
Lewelling Boulevard, San Lorenzo has been identified as eligible for a local listing only on the
Historic Properties Directory. The San Lorenzo Camp Site, situated on San Lorenzo Creek at
Mattox Road, has not been evaluated. ‘

Additional historic or architecturally significant sites, structures, landmarks, or points of interest
may be identified within the study area as part of a field review.

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

This report has reviewed the results of an archival and literature search of commonly available
research resources for the study area. The completion of a more intensive background study, an
archaeological field review of the currently reported site locations and an architectural inventory
of the study area is recommended or individual assessments of specific areas that may be
impacted by proposed project development area recommended. Subsurface evidence of
significant prehistoric or historic cultural deposits!! is not expected due to the intensive

9. This total includes the San Lorenzo Pioneer Cemetery, -

10. Only the San Leandro General Plan list was consulted for this initial study (San Leandro 1989:1V-67-69, Fig.
IV-5). ‘ .

11. Significant prehistoric cultural resources are defined as human burials, features or other clusterings of finds
made, modified or used by Native American peoples in the past. The prehistoric and protohistoric indicators of
prior cultural occupation by Native Americans include artifacts and human bone, as well as soil discoloration,
shell, animal bone, sandstone cobbles, ashy areas, and baked or vitrified clays. Prehistoric materials may
include: :

a. Human bone - either isolated or intact burials. '

b. Habitation (occupation or ceremonial structures as intetpreted from rock rings/features,
distinct ground depressions, differences in compaction (e.g., house floors).

c. Artifacts including chipped stone objects such as projectile points and bifaces;

groundstone artifacts such as manos, metates, mortars, pestles, grinding stones, pitted
hammerstones; and, shell and bone artifacts including omaments and beads.

d. Various features and samples including hearths (fire-cracked rock; baked and vitrified clay),
artifact caches, faunal and shellfish remains (which permit dietary reconstruction),
distinctive changes in soil stratigraphy indicative of prehistoric activities.

e. Isolated artifacts :

Historic cultural materials may include finds ‘from the late 19th through early 20th centuries. Objects and
features associated with the Histoﬁc Period can include:
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urbanization which has occurred in the area.

In general, it is recommended that if any significant cultural materials are exposed or discovered
- during either site preparation or.subsurface construction activities, operations should stop within
25 feet of the find and a qualified professional archaeologist contacted for evaluation and further
recommendations. Potential recommendations could include evatuation, collection, recordation,
and analysis of any significant cuitural materials followed by a professional report.

If I can provide any additional information or be of further service please don't hesitate to
- contact me. Thank you for retaining our firm for the project. . ,

‘Sincerely yours, -
BASIN RESEARCH ASSOCL*\TES INC.

7l

Colin 1. Busby
Principal

CIB/A .
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CALIFORNIA HISTO

LIST 1

RIC PROPERTY DIRECTORY .
Cultural Resources in Study Area

CHERRYILAND AND ASHLAND

DESCRIPTION

EVALUATION STATUS
ADDRESSES (Historic Properties Directory)
Appear To Be Within Study Area \ -
Hesperian Blvd. San Lorenzo Cemetery Code 7L - evaluated for register _

(E side, S of Route 238)

(San Lorenzo Pioneer Cemetery)

other than the National Register;
Pt of Historical interest ALA-021

9 Lewelling Blvd. Laurel or Bay Tree Code 58 - eligible for local listing
‘ only :
Boston Road Meek Estate/Park '| Code 7L - Pt of Historical Interest
: ALA-024
240 Hampton Road Meek Mansion and Carriage House | Code 18 - listed in National Repister |
‘ as an individual property
Mattox Road { San Lorenzo Camp Site,

San Lorenzo Creek

Code 7 - not evaluated

Possibly Within Study Area,
But Require Field Verification

State Route 185

Bridge 33-115 over San Leandro
Creek; Route 185, P.M. 00582

Code 4S - may become eligible for
National Register as a separate party
Caltrans Category 5 - not eligible for
the National Register

E. 14° Street San Leandro Plaza Code 7L - Pt of Historical Interest
ALA-008

1292 A Street Code 6 Y - determined ineligible for
the National Register by consensus

1296 A Street | Code6Y

1328 A, Street Codet6 Y

1332 A Street Code6Y

1340 A Street Code6Y

1349 A Street Codes Y

1399 A Street Old Hayward Tree, Laurel and Bay | Code 6 — determined ineligible for

Tree

National Register listing

Hesperian Ave [sic]

Eureka School Site’

Code 6 — determined ineligible for
National Register listing

Mission Blvd.

Guillermo Castro Plaza

Code 7J - received by OHP for
evaluation or action but not yet
evaluated

Mission Blvd. Surveyors Tree/Spanish Era Code 58

Mission Blvd. Rancho San Lorenzito (Francisco Code 7
Soto)

Mission Blvd, Code 6

Site of 1" Firehouse

Basin Research Associates







~ LISTLeowt . -
‘CALIFORNIA HISTORIC PROPERTY DIRECTORY
' Cultural Resources in Study Area '

ABBREVIATIONS AND SOURCES: -
OHP 'Off"_xce of Hist_oricr Preservation

California (State of), Department of Parks and Recreation, Office of Historic Preservation
(CAL/OHP) : :
vd.c Historic Properties Directory. Office of Historic Preservation, Department of
Parks and Recreation, Sacramento. On file, Northwest Information Center of
the Historical Resources File System, Sonoma State University, Rohnert Park).

- California, Department of Transportation [CALTRANS]

1987 DATABASE Print. Structures maintenance System - HSSALL Historical
Significance -Local Bridges, 3/05/87. Internal CALTRANS data. Provided by
John W. Snyder, Chief Architectural Historian, CALTRANS, Sacramento.

Copy on file, Basin Research Associates, San Leandro.

Note: Charles Hall Page & Associates (1977a) includes a list of properties in the_A Street
Hayward project. : -
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HIGHWAYS ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
Alameda County Roads outside of incorporated Cities

Geo. A. Posey, County Surveyor
Feb. 1933
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ROADS AND HIGHWAYS IN ALAMEDA COUNTY AND VICINITY

Compiled by Burnett Hamilton, County Surveyor
1938
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WAR DEPARTMENT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS, U.S. ARMY

Hayward Quadrangle
1942
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DEPARIMENT OF WATER RESQOURCES
Hayward Quadrangle
1959
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