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Welcome! Introduce Yourself

 Rename yourself in Zoom (name + org)

 Click on Google Doc link in chat
 Add your name etc. and 

janitorial purchasing status (if known)
 Scroll to view colleagues!



Agenda
 Welcome and Intros
 Presentations

▫ Resource Highlights – Sustainable Purchasing Guides and more
▫ Green Cleaning Chemicals & Disinfectants (with Q&A)
▫ Green Janitorial Supplies
▫ Janitorial Services and Supplies Contracts

 Breakouts
 Resource Reminders and Links
 Evaluations and Close



Introducing Our Presenters 
(All Can Advise You!)

Alicia Culver 
Responsible Purchasing Network

Karl Bruskotter
Sustainable Procurement Advisors

 

Karen Cook
Alameda County Office of Sustainability

 



Housekeeping

Feel free to enable video
Please “chat” questions to all at 
any time
We will record and the 
recording will be shared
Make sure to sign in



New and Updated Resources

 Response to COVID-19
 SB 1383 Compliance
 Advancing marketplace
 New and updated Sustainable 

Purchasing Guides, bid 
excerpts, and Compliant 
Product Lists for you!



Resource Highlights: 
Purchasing Guides and 
Compliant Product Lists



https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing 

https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing




Full List of SPGs
 Cleaning Chemicals
 Janitorial Paper
 Disinfectants
 Computers & Monitors
 White Copy Paper
 Imaging Equipment
 Indoor Furniture
 Lighting Products
 Paper Office Supplies 
 Print Services
 Servers
 Toner Cartridges
 Single-Use Food Service Ware







SPG-Compliant Products Lists



Compliant Products List – Janitorial Paper



Green Cleaning Chemicals 
& Disinfectants



What is Green Cleaning?
The procurement of cleaning 
products and practices that have a 
lesser or reduced effect on human 
health and the environment 
compared to competing products 
and practices that serve the same 
purpose.



CDC Cleaning and Disinfecting  Guidance 
to Prevent COVID-19

Cleaning of visibly dirty surfaces followed by disinfection is a best 
practice measure for prevention of COVID-19 and other viral 
respiratory illnesses in households and community settings. 

Clean and disinfect high-touch surfaces daily in household common areas (e.g., tables, hard-
backed chairs, doorknobs, light switches, phones, tables, touch screens, remote controls, 
keyboards, handles, desks, toilets, sinks)

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cleaning-disinfection.html

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cleaning-disinfection.html


Environmental and Health Concerns 
of Cleaning Chemicals

• Acute Exposure to Toxic Chemicals
– Chemical burns/serious injury to the eyes, skin or lungs
– Headaches and central nervous system (CNS) effects

• Chronic Exposure to Toxic Chemicals
– Asthma, cancer, reproductive and 

developmental toxicity, endocrine disruption
– Toxicity to fish and other aquatic species

• Packaging Waste
• Transportation Impacts



Sustainable Purchasing Guide
Cleaning Chemical Products

https://www.stopwaste.org/
sites/default/files/SPG_Clea
ningChemicals.pdf

https://www.stopwaste.org/sites/default/files/SPG_CleaningChemicals.pdf
https://www.stopwaste.org/sites/default/files/SPG_CleaningChemicals.pdf
https://www.stopwaste.org/sites/default/files/SPG_CleaningChemicals.pdf


Sustainable Purchasing Guide
Specifications for Cleaning Chemical Products



Green Seal’s Green Cleaning Standard
• Products may not be corrosive or sensitizing 

to skin or cause serious eye damage

• Prohibits/Limits
☒Carcinogens, mutagens and reproductive toxins
☒Asthmagens (respiratory sensitizers)
☒Other chemicals of concern: alkylphenol ethoxylates (APEs), 

2-butoxyethanol, halogenated solvents, heavy metals, ozone-depleting 
compounds, PFAS, phthalates, VOCs, and more 

• Products must meet ASTM performance standards

https://greenseal.org/standards/gs-37-cleaning-products-for-industrial-and-institutional-use/ 

https://greenseal.org/standards/gs-37-cleaning-products-for-industrial-and-institutional-use/


How to Identify Green Cleaners



How to Identify Green Cleaners
Green Seal

https://certified.greenseal.org/directory



www.epa.gov/saferchoice/products 

http://www.epa.gov/saferchoice/products


How to Transition to Green Cleaners
 Engage custodial staff and assess current product use 

(identify high-usage/high-hazard products)

 Identify products on certifiers’ lists

 Pilot test products (and dilution equipment) 
in select locations/applications to find products that work

 Compare prices of acceptable products

 Purchase products and services (e.g., consult existing 
vendors, look on County contracts, solicit bids, etc.)

 Train staff on new products and equipment



Health Hazards of Conventional Disinfectants

Chlorine bleach (Sodium hypochlorite)
•  Causes occupational asthma
•  Corrosive to eyes and skin
•  High aquatic toxicity

Quaternary ammonium chlorides (“Quats”)
•  Asthmagens
• Corrosive, need to be rinsed off
• Concentrate in sewage sludge
• May contribute to “super bugs”

 



Chlorine Bleach is Corrosive



Sustainable Purchasing Guide
Disinfectants

https://www.stopwaste.org/
resource/sustainable-
purchasing-guide-for-
disinfectants

https://www.stopwaste.org/resource/sustainable-purchasing-guide-for-disinfectants
https://www.stopwaste.org/resource/sustainable-purchasing-guide-for-disinfectants
https://www.stopwaste.org/resource/sustainable-purchasing-guide-for-disinfectants
https://www.stopwaste.org/resource/sustainable-purchasing-guide-for-disinfectants


Safer Disinfectants Specifications



Examples of Disinfectants



List of SPG-Compliant Disinfectants (New!)

https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-
purchasing/implementation-resources/compliant-product-lists

https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing/implementation-resources/compliant-product-lists
https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing/implementation-resources/compliant-product-lists


Green Janitorial Supplies



Objective

 Increase recycled content and comply with SB 1383
 Reduce waste
 Improve performance 



Specs for Janitorial Paper Products

Product Post-Consumer 
Recycled Content 

Toilet Paper 45%
Paper Towels 40%
Facial Tissue 10%
Toilet Seat Covers 20%
General Purpose Wipes 40%

SB 1383 Minimum Requirements

Maintain documentation of: 
 Proof of purchase, e.g., invoice
 PCR % and recyclability, or justification 

for why they are not met

Leadership Opportunities

 Look for higher recycled content 
 Require an eco-label: 

 Reduce waste by avoiding 
individual wrapped items and 
switching to coreless toilet paper

For more information: 
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/procurement/recycledpaper/ 

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/procurement/recycledpaper/


Other Janitorial Products

Reusable Cloth Towels and Mops
(Terry, Cotton or Microfiber)

Pros:
 Reusable; reduce waste
Cons:
 Must have laundry available
 Microplastic concerns

Recycled-content trash can liners, 
sponges, buff pads, brushes, 
brooms, etc.

 Inquire with your vendor if recycled- 
content is available in other janitorial 
products

 Currently researching trash can liners 
– reach out for most current info!



Resources StopWaste: Sustainable Purchasing | StopWaste - Home, Work, School
Alameda County: acsustain.org | Sustainable Purchasing

https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing
https://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/bids/excerpts.htm


Contracting for Janitorial 
Supplies and Services



Janitorial Supplies

▫ Required – recycled content, eco-labels, non-aerosols
▫ Desirable – concentrated dilution and dispensing systems, 

fragrance-free, reusable
▫ RFP

−Legal stuff
−Logistics
−Scope of services
−Environmental performance – in the body of the RFP or as an exhibit
−Training
−Spend reports







Janitorial Services

▫ Required – training of employees on proper dispensing and 
dilution of chemicals, proper disinfection protocol

▫ Desirable – local business, experience with green cleaning
▫ RFP

−Legal stuff
−Logistics
−Scope of services
−Environmental performance – in the body of the RFP
−Training
−Spend reports





43



Breakouts



Select a Breakout Group (in Zoom)

1. Contracting for Janitorial (Services and Supplies) –with Karl

2. Cleaners & Disinfectants - with Alicia 

3. Supplies (Janitorial Paper, Recycled Content) – with Karen

You’ll discuss next steps, support you need, and 
any questions you have

Join us in the Breakout Notes! Find the slide for your group



As promised – Resource List
 StopWaste: https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing/sustainable-

purchasing-implementation-resources 
 Alameda County GSA: https://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/resources.htm 

 Sustainable Purchasing Guides (link to all)
▫ Cleaning Chemicals
▫ Disinfectants
▫ Janitorial Paper

 Compliant Product Lists (link to all)
▫ Disinfectants
▫ Janitorial Paper

 Contract Language & Bid Excerpts
▫ Janitorial Supplies and Services
▫ Cleaning Products
▫ Janitorial Paper
▫ Trash Can Liners

https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing/sustainable-purchasing-implementation-resources
https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing/sustainable-purchasing-implementation-resources
https://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/resources.htm
https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing/implementation-resources/sustainable-purchasing-guides
https://www.stopwaste.org/resource/sustainable-purchasing-guide-for-cleaning-chemicals?page=search
https://www.stopwaste.org/resource/sustainable-purchasing-guide-for-disinfectants
https://www.stopwaste.org/resource/sustainable-purchasing-guide-for-janitorial-paper-products
https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing/implementation-resources/compliant-product-lists
https://www.stopwaste.org/at-work/sustainable-purchasing/implementation-resources/contracting-resources
https://www.acgov.org/sustain/documents/JanitorialCleaningProductsBid_Excerpt.pdf
https://www.acgov.org/sustain/documents/janitorialpaperproductsbid_excerpt.pdf
https://www.acgov.org/sustain/documents/janlinersbid_excerpt.pdf


Reach out for Technical Assistance!

Alicia Culver 
Responsible Purchasing Network

 
Source for In-depth Technical 

Expertise 

Karl Bruskotter
Sustainable Procurement Advisors

 
1:1 Technical Assistance to Cities

Sarah Church & Karen Cook
Alameda County Office of Sustainability

 

Green Purchasing Roundtable 
Coordination, 1:1 TA to cities

KarlBruskotter@gmail.com 
Alicia@responsiblepurchasing.org

Karen.Cook@acgov.org
Sarah.Church@acgov.org 

mailto:KarlBruskotter@gmail.com
mailto:Alicia@respponsiblepurchasing.org
mailto:Karen.cook@acgov.org
mailto:Sarah.Church@acgov.org


Thank You!
Please fill out an evaluation

KarlBruskotter@gmail.com
Karen.Cook@acgov.org

Sarah.Church@acgov.org
Alicia@Responsiblepurchasing.org

 

mailto:Karen.cook@acgov.org
mailto:Karen.cook@acgov.org
mailto:Sarah.Church@acgov.org
mailto:Alicia@Responsiblepurchasing.org
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