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Agenda

= Welcome

* Presentation: Safer Janitorial Chemicals

" Q&A

* Presentation: Greener Janitorial Papers

* Presentation: Contracting Strategies & Support
" Q&A

= Evaluations and Close
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What you need... at any stage of your
purchasing process

Comparing products...

Or checking new

Re-thinkin -
approachesgto products purchased to Making sure current
minimize health or combat COVID-19 proggt_:ts ,[Elire usded
: : efficiently an
environmental impact correctly

...or filing it all away for the future
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Housekeeping

= Feel free to enable video!

= Please “chat” questions to all at
any time

=We will record and the
recording will be shared

=Make sure to sign in

#6802,  Alameda County
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Introductions: Today’s Guest

Presenters
Alicia Culver Kelly Panciera
Executive Director, Research Associate,
Responsible Purchasing Responsible Purchasing
Network Network
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Safer Cleaners
and Disinfectants

Alicia Culver
Responsible Purchasing Network
Presentation to the Alameda County
Green Purchasing Roundtable
July 20, 2022
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Green Cleaning Background
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What I1s Green Cleaning?

The procurement of cleaning
products and practices that
have a lesser or reduced
effect on human health and
the environment compared
to competing products and
practices that serve the same

purpose.
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Types of Janitorial Chemicals

General Purpose Cleaners
(Neutral) Floor Cleaners
Bathroom Cleaners (Non-Disinfecting)
Peroxide-based Cleaners
Glass Cleaners

Carpet Cleaners
Cleaner-Degreasers

Toilet Bowl Cleaners
Metal/Furniture Polish
Deodorizers

Floor Polish/Strippers

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org

10



Environmental & Health Concerns

Acute Exposure to Toxic Chemicals
— Chemical burns/serious injury to the eyes, skin or lungs
— Headaches and central nervous system (CNS) effects

Chronic Exposure to Toxic Chemicals

— Asthma, cancer, reproductive and
developmental toxicity, endocrine disruption

— Toxicity to fish and other aquatic species

Packaging Waste

Transportation Impacts

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org
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Harmful Chemicals in Cleaners

General Purpose/Glass Cleaners

= Ammonia (asthma)
= Nonyl phenol ethoxylates (endocrine disruption)

Degreasers

= 2-butoxyethanol/”Butyl” (toxic to organs)
= Chlorinated solvents (cancer)

Toilet Bowl Cleaners (Non-disinfecting)

= Hydrochloric/sulfuric acid (asthma, chemical burns)

Oven cleaners/Floor strippers/Graffiti removers

= Monoethanolamine (asthma)
= Lye (chemical burns)

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org
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CDC Cleaning and Disinfecting
Guidance to Prevent COVID-19

Cleaning of visibly dirty surfaces followed by
disinfection is a best practice measure for prevention
of COVID-19 and other viral respiratory illnesses in
households and community settings.

Clean and disinfect high-touch surfaces daily in household common areas
(e.qg., tables, hard-backed chairs, doorknobs, light switches, phones, tables,
touch screens, remote controls, keyboards, handles, desks, toilets, sinks)

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cleaning-
disinfection.html
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Greenwashing
(Unsubstantiated Environmental Claims)

Eco-safe e Made with non-toxic
ingredients

e Environmentally friendly

e Degradable
« Earth friendly

e Natural

« Earth smart
e Environmentally safe

« Environmentally safe

e CFC-free
e Environmentally preferable

e Ozone friendly
« Practically non-toxic

e Recyclable
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How to Identify Green Cleaners

 Third-party certification
— Verifies low-toxicity

— Confirms performance

o Additional attributes
— Free of dyes and fragrances
— Concentrated

— Automatic dilution <:

— Close-loop packaging

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org
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Green Seal’s Green Cleaning Standard

 Products may not be corrosive or sensitizing
to skin or cause serious eye damage

* Prohibits/Limits
Carcinogens, mutagens and reproductive toxins
Xl Asthmagens (respiratory sensitizers)

Other chemicals of concern: alkylphenol ethoxylates (APEs),
2-butoxyethanol, halogenated solvents, heavy metals, ozone-
depleting compounds, PFAS, phthalates, VOCs, and more

* Products must meet ASTM performance standards

https://greenseal.org/standards/gs-37-cleaning-products-for-industrial-and-
institutional-use/
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How to Find Certified Green Products
Green Seal
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How to Find Certified Green Products

WWWw.epa.

Safer Choice

gov/safer
choice/pr
oducts
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http://www.epa.gov/saferchoice/products

Why Use Concentrated Cleaners?

Sprays and wipes cost far more to use than concentrates.

San Francisco found aerosol cleaners up to 27 times more
expensive than concentrated “green” cleaners.

Concentrates lower plastic packaging waste
and transportation costs and impacts.

Automatic dilution equipment prevents
overuse and user exposure to concentrates.

Many brands of concentrated cleaning products
have low-toxicity certifications from Green Seal,
Safer Choice, or UL ECOLOGO.

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org
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How to Transition to Green Cleaners

Assess current product use
(identify high-usage/high-hazard products)

Identify products on certifiers’ lists

Pilot test products (and dilution equipment)
in select locations to find products that work

Compare prices of acceptable products

Purchase products and services (e.g., consult existing
vendors, look on County contracts, solicit bids, etc.)

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org 20



Health Hazards
of Conventional Disinfectants
Chlorine bleach (Sodium hypochlorite)

« Causes occupational asthma
e Corrosive to eyes and skin
« High aquatic toxicity

Quaternary ammonium chlorides (“Quats”)
 Asthmagens
e Corrosive, need to be rinsed off
e Concentrate in sewage sludge

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org

21



Chlorine Bleach is Corrosive
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Asthmagens in Disinfectants
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CDC: Asthma Increases Risk
of Getting Sick from COVID-19

Risk of Severe [llness from COVID-19

People with moderate to severe asthma may be at higher risk of getting very sick from COVID-19. COVID-19 can affect your
respiratory tract (nose, throat, lungs), cause an asthma attack, and possibly lead to pneumonia and acute respiratory
disease.
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Safer Disinfectants

Health/Environmental Benefits

* No carcinogens or reproductive toxins
* No asthmagens or skin sensitizers

* Not corrosive to eyes/skin

» Break down safely in sewage

Safer “active” ingredients
* Hydrogen peroxide

» Citric acid /Lactic acid

* Ethanol/Isopropyl alcohol

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org o5



Safer Disinfectants
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Start With EPA’s List N
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Disinfectant Devices

Not regulated by US EPA

* No EPA Registration number for each device

* No list of approved devices

Use with caution
* Electrostatic sprayers

* Devices or pills that generate hypochlorous acid

Oor aqueous ozone

Avoid

* Misters and foggers
* UV devices

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org
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Antibacterial Hand Soaps
2016 FDA Ruling

FDA NEWS RELEASE

FDA issues final rule on safety and effectiveness
of antibacterial soaps

Rule removes triclosan and triclocarban from over-the-counter antibacterial hand and body
washes

“Consumers may think antibacterial washes are more effective at preventing the spread of
germs, but we have no scientific evidence that they are any better than plain soap and
water,” said Janet Woodcock, M.D., director of the FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation and
Research (CDER). “In fact, some data suggests that antibacterial ingredients may do more

harm than good over the long-term.”

www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-issues-final-rule-safety-and-
effectiveness-antibacterial-soaps

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org 29


http://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-issues-final-rule-safety-and-effectiveness-antibacterial-soaps

Safer Hand Soaps

* Third party-
certified

* Free of fragrances
and dyes

* Automatic
dispenser
(not bulk)

* Liquid versus foam
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New Resources
StopWaste Sustainable Purchasing Guides
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Other Greener and Safer
Cleaning Supplies

Microfiber mops and cloths
Recycled-content sponges

and floor scrubbing pads

PVC-free gloves

Chemical-free mechanical keyboard cleaners
Trash can liners with at least 10% post-
consumer recycled content (PCRC)
Rechargeable batteries

SB 1383-compliant janitorial paper products

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org 32



Questions & Comments
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Greener Janitorial Paper
RPN Market Assessment

Kelly Panciera
Responsible Purchasing Network

Presentation to Alameda County, CA
July 20, 2022
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SB 1383

SB 1383 requires municipalities in California to:

* Purchase paper products:
v With 30% post-consumer
recycled content (PCRC)
v That are “recyclable”

* Maintain records verifying
procurement requirements
have been met

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/procurement/recycledpaper/
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Research Methods

RPN identified toilet tissue and paper towels:
* With third-party certifications

« Green Seal
« UL ECOLOGO
* Forest Stewardship Council

« With recycled content, offered by vendors

listed by Alameda County and municipalities

WAXIE Sanitary Supply
« Starline Supply
- Blaisdell’s/Staples/Office Depot

RPN evaluated SB 1383 compliance of each product
based on manufacturer information

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org
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Findings: Paper Towels

381 products are SB 1383
compliant

321 products are SB 1383
compliant and have verified
environmental attributes (by
Green Seal, UL ECOLOGO,
and/or FSC)

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org
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Findings: Toilet Tissue

99 products are SB 1383 compliant
66 products are SB 1383 compliant and have
verified environmental claims by Green Seal, UL

ECOLOGO, or FSC

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org
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RPN Market Assessment

* Product information: manufacturer, brand,
product, item #, type, color

* Environmental attributes: SB 1383, EPA CPG,
PCRC, TRC, Green Seal, UL ECOLOGO, FSC,
bleaching, other

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org



“Calculate Environmental Benefits of
Buying Recycled Janitorial Paper

https://c.environmentalpaper.orq/

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org 40
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New Resource
StopWaste Sustainable Purchasing Guide
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Q&A
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Contracting Strategies and Support

Safer, Greener Cleaning Products
Green Purchasing Roundtable
July 20, 2022
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Alameda County Contracts

Both contracts being rebid now
https://gsa.acqov.org/do-business-with-us/contracting-opportunities/

Janitorial Cleaning Chemicals Janitorial Paper Products

= 31 party-certified green cleaners = Minimum PCRC levels
= Approved active ingredients for compliant with SB 1383

disinfectants = Includes SB 1383 compliant
= Includes microfiber clothes reporting requirements
)
)

https://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/success/cleaning.htm



https://gsa.acgov.org/do-business-with-us/contracting-opportunities/
https://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/success/cleaning.htm

Resources for Using Contracts

Bid Excerpts Piggybacking Information

https://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/
bids/piggyback.htm

https://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/
bids/excerpts.htm
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Complying with SB 1383

= Must comply when buying paper
products directly

= Not required if you contract for
janitorial services

= Maintain in implementation record:

= PCRC information by paper type and
guantity

= Certification of recyclability* by
vendor

= Justification if products do not
contain minimum of 30% PCRC or
vendor statement regarding non-
recyclability

Form available at:
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/procurement/recycled
*CalRecycle staff acknowledge janitorial papers are not paper/
recyclable and will use discretion in enforcement.
However, it is recommended to maintain documentation
to that effect from vendor in implementation record.

5-.'."9'_'.__. Alameda County
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Technical Assistance

Bid Specs, Contracting
Strategy, Piggybacking

Alameda County GSA

Karen Cook
Karen.Cook@acgov.org

Sarah Church
Sarah.Church@acgov.org

Policy Support, Product
Information or Research

Sustainable Purchasing
Advisors

Karl Bruskotter
karlbruskotter@gmail.com

Stacey Foreman
stacey@sassafrasspc.com
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Q&A
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Please fill out our evaluation
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Thank you!
Keep an eye out for links to the
Guides, Market Assessments,
and more

Contact us with questions!
Karen.Cook@acgov.org
Sarah.Church@acqgov.org
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